The History of Watch Night ...

New Year’'s Eve service, or what some African
Americans call “Watch Night Service,” is
tradition passed on to us by our ancestors. Old
stories state that Southern slaves were in

waiting all night long on December 31, 1864,
to receive word of the Emancipation Proclamation — words that would
have given slaves freedom in the South — not the North. Some slaves
received the news on December 31st, while the slaves in Texas did not
receive this information until June 17t the following year. Because of
that, today many African Americans celebrate June 17t as Juneteeth

Day.

These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having
seen them afar off were assured of them, embraced them, and confessed
that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. (Hebrews 11:13)

= Mrs. Marie Destouet January 11, 2009
= Mr. James Richardson April 13, 2009
Mr. Milton Lewis, Sr. April 17, 2009
- Mrs. Elsie Blackwell July 16, 2009
Mrs. Mildred Brown October 4, 2009
Mr. Henry McElroye December 31, 2009

The Fallen Soldier
Prayer: (in unison)
In these first beginnings of the new life of the world, renew in us the

resolution to persist in the good work we have begun. Give us
strength of body and strength of mind and the unfaltering determi-
nation to carry out that which we know to be good and right. For-
give all wavering in the past service of Thy cause and make us
strong to go forward in spite of the doubts of our friends and our
enemies and in spite of our own distrust in ourselves. Out of the
death of winters comes ever and again the resurrection of spring: so
out of evil bring good, O God, and out of doubt determination.
Amen. (John 2:17-25)
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to serve the world in which it exists.

M. Olivet is a member of the American Baptist Churches of Rochester/ Genesee Region, The Greater
Raochester Community of Churches; The United Church Ministries; the National Baptist Corw==*i==
Inc.; and the ~ American Baptist Churches of the USA




December 31, 2009

Call To Worship

Litany of Thanksgiving

Leader:

People:

Leader:

People:

Leader:

All:

Invocation

Watch Night Service 10:00 pm

Order Of Service

Rev. Mary Brooks

Rev. Mary Brooks

Let us give thanks for all of God's mercies.
O God, our Covenant Friend, You have been gracious
to us through all the years of our lives. We thank you
for your loving care, which has filled our days an
brought us to this time and place.

We praise Your holy name, O God. You have given us
life and reason, and set us in a world filled with Your
lory. You have comforted us with family and
riends, and ministered to us through the hands of
our sisters and brothers.

You have filled our hearts with a hunger after You,
and have given us your peace. You have redeemed
us, and called us to a high calling in Christ Jesus.
You have given us a place in the fellowship of Your
Spirit and the witness of your Church.

You have been our light in darkness and a rock of
strength in adversity and temptation. You have been
the very Spirit of joy in our joys and the all sufficient
reward in all our labors.

You remembered us when we forgot You. You
followed us even when we tried to flee from You.

You met us with forgiveness when we returned to
You. For all your patience and overflowing grace, we
give You praise.

Rev. Denise Logan

O God, Searcher of all our hearts, You have formed us as a people and
claimed us for Your own. As we come to acknowledge Your sovereignty
and grace, and to enter anew into covenant with You, reveal any
reluctance or falsehood within us. Let your Spirit impress Your truth on
our inmost being, and receive us in mercy, for the sake of our Mediator,
Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Praise and Worship Mount Olivet /Guest

Welcome Mrs. Beverly Burrell-Moore
Music Mount Olivet Sanctuary Choir
Praise Dancers Mount Olivet Dancers
Music Mrs. Sharlene Simmons
Worship in Giving Congregation
Music Mr. Douglas Miller

Message “The Conditions of The Night”

Ezekiel 33:6

Pastor Harvey

Invitation and Altar Prayer Pulpit

Holy Communion Pastor Harvey

Benediction

Welcome
M:t. Douglas Miller
Nationally Acclaimed
Recording Artist
Songwriter
Gospel Legend



